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_ pWe present to our readers abstracts of many 

important reportsand interesting papers laid before 
congress, in numerous instances giving all the ge- 
nerally useful information in a few dozen lines, that 
is spread over many large pages. As these con- 
densations often cost twenty times more labor than 
could be applied to the writing of an ordinary ar- 
ticle, paragraph or piece of the same length, we 
think that we are so much the more entitled to 
“credit” for them. 





Coneress—both houses have agreed to adjourn 
on Wednesday, the 8th May. 

Retterovs war! The quiet of Philadelphia has 
jong been much disturbed by certain disputes be- 
tween the Roman catholic bishop, resident there, 
and his adherents, and the rev. Mr. Hogan, a priest 
of that church and the pastor of St. Mary’s congre- 
gation, and his friends and followers; and a great 
deal has been said about these matters in the pub- 
lic papers. Mr. Hogan, it seems, was excommuni- 
cated in ample form, but the congregation stood by 
him, and the trustees of the church being favorable 
to him, he continued to preach and perform the re- 
higious services of it as before. 

The election for trustees took place on Tuesday 
last-_the polls were advertised to be opened at 11 
o’ciock: but, during the night preceding, or very 
early in the morning, one party took possession of 
the grave yard, in which stands the church—at 6 
o’clock, A. M. the other party met in the street in 
front of the church: they were now separated by 
an iron railing. At about 9 o’clock, from the pres- 
sure of the crowd, the railing gave way, and then 
a general battle commenced with clubs and brick- 
bats, previously prepared for the occasion, by which 
many were wretchedly mangled, though, it is said, 
that none were killed. After the fight had conti- 
nued for some time with the greatest fury, the civil 
authorities interposed with so much effect as to 
quiet the people sufficiently to attend to the elec- 
tion. There was much dispute about who were the 
legal judges, and it finally resulted in this—that 
the partizans of each side commenced the receipt 
of votes, and each claimed a majority in its favor. 
Two sets of trustees being elected, it is supposed 
that the matter will go before the supreme court 
for settlement, , 

It appears aS if two or three thousand persons 
may have been concerned in this hideous and dis- 
graceful afflair-—-which must be a subject of great 
grief to a large majority of a very numerous and 
| highly respectable congregation, as well as to the 
sober-minded people of Philadelphia at large—who, 
we hope, since this unhappy affair, may-find in- 
creased charity for the misfortunes of others. 





SETTLEMENT OF accounts. A laudable spirit is 
at work in*congress to coerce the officers of the 
United States to a prompt settlement of their ac- 
counts—-and we do not think it improbable that if 
settlements had always been made quarterly or 
semi annuaily, we should have saved many millions 
by it. We have always been of opinion, since we 


and stand prepared to pay over the balance in his 
hands at any time when required, should be dismis- 
sed—and a neglect or procrastination of actual set- 
tlements at the accounting offices, should subject 
their chiefs to.the same sort of penalty. It is well 
known that someaccounts, rendered, remain unad- 
justed for years. It will not take any longer to 
close 4 quarterly return within the next ensuing 
quarter after it is made, than if settled years after- 
wards; and, if there are not clerks enough to keep 
up with the business, a sound regard to economy 
and respect for common honesty, would direct the 
employment of more. Were this the case, it might — 
be right and proper to refuse any credit or further 
advance to persons standing charged on the books, 
as principal or surety. 

The other day, in looking overa “letter from the 

comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a list of 
balances on the books of the register, which re- 
main unsettled or appear to have been due from 
late collectors of the customs, more than three 
years prior to the 30th Sept. last,” the name of a 
person met my eye, whose funeral lt had attended 
about or not less than twenty-five yearsago. The 
item isa little more than 3000 dollars, and the re- 
mark against it is, that the defendant in the case 
(and he is named), who is the surety, is “entirely 
solvent,” as surely he is, for perhaps fifty times 
the amount, and a most worthy and honorable gen- 
tleman in the bargain—who‘ would, no doubt, 
have paid the money long ago, if he had thought 
that he was justly liable for it, and without legal 
process. I therefore presume that he is not bound 
to pay it—but whether he is or is not, certainly, the 
period of twenty five years is long enough to have 
tried the question, and to have removed the ac- 
counts from the books. 
Some of the items in this list are very heavy— 
and the remarks upon the chief of them are dis- 
couraging. ‘To “clear the decks” of actual de- 
faulters and prevent new defalcations, settlements 
should be forced on doth parties; thus many honest 
men would be relieved of the odium of being con- 
sidered otherwise, and many be kept honest that 
would slide into roguery, under the present sys- 
tem of procrastination. 


“ 


Kentocky, One hundred and seventy or eighty 
dollars in bills of the bank of the commonwealth of 
Kentucky,are now given for one hundred dollars in 
specie or for so much of the bills of approved banks! 
Surély, legislators will discover, after a while, that 
such must needs be the result of an adherence to 
the rag-system. The legisiature of this state is suf, 
moned to meet on the 13th of May, to lay off the 
state into districts for the election of members of 
congress, &c. and a hope is entertained that some- 
thing will be done about the currency. 

THE SINKING FUND. We have a copy of the an. 
nual report of the commissioners of the sinking 
fund. *The following notice of the contents of this 
document seems all that is necessary for us to pub- 
lish at this time. 

«Estimate of the application, in 1821, of the funds 





first looked at this great concern, that any officer 
who does not render his accounts at stated periods, 
Yor. XNT1<«— 7, 


provided for the payment of the principal and inte- 
rést of the public debi,” 








five miliions unemployed in the treasury: but to sup- 








634,022 53 


Mississippi stock . , 
54 45 


Certain parts of domestic debt 


Principalredeemed 3,241,170 06 
Interest on domestic funded debt 5,U5u,711 13 
Do. on Louisiana st’k, reimbursed 36,560 88 








Total, principal and interest 465,528,442 07) 

. There isa “statement of the appropriation of ten 
millions of doilars by the second section of the act 
to provide for the redemption of the public debt, 
passed 3d March, 1817,” of which this is a sum- 
mary: 

The “appropriations” for the years 1817, 1818, 
1819, 1820 and 1821, are given as amounting to 
50 millions— 

The payments on account of the 
principal and interest, in the same 
years, form an aggregate of $44,699,429 77 

And, what is called the “dalance 
appiucable ta payments after the 31st 


Dec. 1821,” is 5,300,570 23 





%50,000,00U V0 


Now, any one who has not paid considerable at- 
tention to the subject, would suppose from this 
statement, that the commissioners, having paid off 
ali the public debt that was redeemable at the plea- 
sure of the government, were forced to leave these 


pose this would be as far from the true state of the 
case, as to believe that the results have agreed with 
the treasury calculations. /Why it isthus put down, 
I shail not pretend to say, The two million loan 
of 1820 is not paid, because this “balance that is 
applicable to payments after the 31st Dec. 1821,” 
was expended to pay the current demands aga:nst 
government in the years 1820 and 1821. Howa 
thing that is not can be said to be “applicable,” is 
beyond my learning to find out. As well might the 
calculations of the treasury department in 1817, 
by wiich the whole public debt, payable in the 
years 1825, &c. wus to be paid by the regular reve- 
nue, be considered as “applicable” to the bill now 
befure congress to borraw money to pay these debts! 
By the provisions of the act of 1817, it appears 
to me that the commissioners of the sinking fund 
were reguired to demand of the treasury, money 
sufficient to redeem the two million loan Itis true, 
they must have known that there was not any mo- 
ney in the treasury; yet if ten millions were “ap- 
propriated” to be disbursed by them, why did they 
not call for them? But there was no “appropria- 
tion,” except by the act of 1817; which was killed 
in 1820, without the formality of a trial. There 
was no necessity for this statement, and we should 
have been glad if it had not been offered to the 
people—at least, in the shape that it is. Jt does 
not look well, It is less pleasant than the pom; ous |} 
account that the Vatsenal Intelligencer gave us about 
the “balance of trade,”’ because it is “official.’’ 


The public debt of the United States, on the 
Ast of January, 1822, is thus given:— 
Amount of debton the Ist Jan. 1822, 93,957,665 14 
Deduct reimbursement of the defer. 

red stock in 1821, estimated at 534,095 41 








Estimated amount per statement (3) 
which accompanied the secretary’s 


report of the 1@th Dec. 1821 





$93,423,605 73| 
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Deferred Stock oe , $534,033 08; The partuculars are as foil sw: 
Treasury notes eee cic). 1,700 00) Deferred stock, with its 
Louisiana stock . ‘ . 2,071,360 00! reimbursement foi 1821 2,059,885 53 


Three per cent. stwck 13,295,956 04 


Six per cent. of 1796 80,00 U0 
Exchanged six per ct. 
of 1812 2,688,974 99 


18,104,816 56 





Six per cent. of 1812 6,187,v06 34 
Six per cent. of 1813, 

16 millions 15,521,136 45 
Do Go. 74 millions 6,836,232 39 
Six per cent -of 1814, 

25 end 3 millions 
Six per ceut. of 1815, 

18,482 500 9,490,099 10 , 
Seven per cent. stock 8,606,355 27 
Treasury note six per 

cent. stock 
Five per cent. stock, 

subscription to bank 

of the U. states 7,000,000 00 
Six p. ct. stk. of 1820 2,000,000 00 
Five p.ct.stk. of 18290 999,999 1 
Five per ct. stock, per 

act of 3d March, 1821 4,735,296 30 
75,852,848 58 


13,011,437 68 


1,465,285 47 








$93,957,665 14 
From the above amount, deduct the estimated 
reimbursement of the deferred stock in 1821, 
$554,059 41, and the aggregate of the debt onthe 
Ist Jan. 1822, was $9.,423,605 73. We are not 
apprized of the reason why, if the 534,000 dollars 
were paid, in 1821, on account of the deferred stock, 
its amount is included at all in a statement made 
out to shew the debt in 1822, 





Present amount of debt $95,423,605 
Amount, Ist Jan, 1820 88,899,338 
Actual increase in two years 4,524,272 


For wHat?—and WHEREFORE? 





Tue navy. We insert the bill reported to the 
house of representatives to fix the naval establish- 
ment of the United States. The following will 
shew the present amount of officers on the list and 


the amount proposed. 


On the list. Proposed, 
Captains . : k) . #25 
Masters commandant 31 ° » 2 
Lieutenants . 195. ‘ 140 
Surgeons ° 46 e . 2 
Surgeons mates 41 . . 30 
Pursers. ° 40 é e 6 
Chaplains ° 10. ‘ 6 
Micshipmen . 333 ‘ . 400 
Sailing masters 58. . 20 
Boatswains . 15 . e 20 
Gunners . ° Bf ° 20 
Carpenteis . 12 ° - 20 


Sail mak+ rs ; 8 . e 20 

oc7 We think that if this bill is passed into a law, 
and a reduction ts made by the aischarge of those 
who are nothing else than dead-weights on the e 
tablishment, the people will be well satisfied with 
the arrangement--a considerable saving will be 
mad«, without, in the least, touching the efficiency 
of our naval means, as was set forth in this work 
some months ago. ‘By the great reductiun of sail- 
ing masters, it appears that midshipmen are desig? 


*One rear admiral, five commoederes and nine 
teen Captains. 
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ed to take upon them the duties of that office,— | 


which, hitherto, has not been in the line of promo- 
tion. The grade of commodore is proposed to be 
established, and it is well;—but why the first officer 
should be called a “rear admiral,” we are wholly at 
a loss to conjecture. There is a meaning in the 
term as used in Europe, where there are many 
admirals—but in the United States, wherein it is 
proposed to have only one officer of that rank, it 
appears worse than useless to give him a classifica- 
tion which implies that he has a superior in com- 
mand; or, if the president of the Unfited States, er 
officio, is presumed to be the admiral, let the head of 
the navy be called vice-admiral. 

NavaL stores, &c.- The committee on naval 
affairs have made a report on the subject of naval | 
stores and munitions of war, appertaining to the 
naval department. Every thing is minutely de- 
tailed, and the places at which the articles are de- 
posited are designated. ‘The following is a reca- 
pitulation of some of the items, procured under the 
appropriation for the gradual increase of the navy 
or under former appropriations, and all fit for ser- 
vice. 

Cannon—42 pounders 16; 32 do. 604; 24 do. 165; 
18 do. 179; 12 do. 125; 6 do. 80; 4 do. 33; 3 do. 2; 
2 do 3; 1 do. 1. 

Carronades—68 pounder 1; 42 do. 292; 52 do 
311; 24 do. 89; 18 do. 71; 12 do. 33; 9 do, 7; 6 do 
5; 2 brass 4 pounders. 

Other ordnance—26 cannon of different calibres; 
10 brass cannon from 14 to 6 pounders; 43 gun- 
ades; 28 howitzers; 6 mediums; 5 mortars; 18 e- 
prouvettes; 22 swivels; 72 repeating do. 

The shot, powder, materials, &c. small arms, 
&c. are in large quantities—and there are many 
pieces of condemned ordnance, shot, &c. 





Sramzn. The expenditures for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen for the year 1820, and in 
what manner made, are published in a late state- 
ment from the treasury department. The aggre- 
gate is %90,764 65 Some ofthe places at which 
the amount was disbursed are as follows: 

At Baltimore, 764 provided for cost 25,264 
Philadelphia, 640 16,746 
New York, 763 12,400 
Norfolk—(number not given) 6,649 
Boston, 545 6,290 
Savannah, 252 5,098 
New Orleans, 282 4,726 
Newport, 46 3,656 


Charleston—(general return) 1,353 
Portsmouth, 58 1,147 
Alexandria, 43 1,154 
Providence, 56 1,109 
New Lendon, 60 1,090 


All other places under 1000 dollars. 

GENERAL-POST-OrFIceE. By a document laid be. 
fore the house of representatives, in pursuance of 
a resolution directing the secretary of the treasury 
to report to the house “what progress has been 
made in the settlement of the arrears in the ac- 
counts of the post-office establishment, and also 
what difficulties, if any, Have interfered with the 
final liquidation thereof,” it appears by a letter 
from the comptroller, that when he came into of- 
fice in March 1815, these accounts had only been 
settled up to the 3rd quarter of 1808, inclusive— 
but they are now brought up to the end of 1816; 
and the Fifth Auditor states, that whenihis office 





was established in 1817, the said accounts had not 


been adjusted further than the 3rd quarter of 1816, 
inclusive; but are now adjusted to the close of the 
ist quarter of 1819, 

The labor of going over these accounts is, no 
doubt; exceedingly great, embracing settlements 
with about 4,000 persons—but this is noreason why 
they should be so much behbind-hand. The quan- 
tity of labor to be performed is the same whether 
they are promptly or slowly settled—and ‘short 
settlements make long friends.” It appears that 
the comptroller and auditor have kept as many 
clerks employed on those accounts as they could 
spare from the perforinance of other duties—but 
we would hope that they might be allowed to call 
in additional aid to have them brought up; after 
which they may easily be kept square. ‘A stern 
chase is always a long one.” 





Piattspurc. It appears, by a report of the 
secretary of war, on the call of Mr. Walworth, of 
the house of representatives, that when the British, 
under the command of Sir George Prevost, were 
advancing on Plattsburg, in 1814, a number of 
young gentlemen organized themselves and volun- 
teered their services in defence of their country. 
‘hey were chiefly under the age at which they 
were liable to the performance of military duty, 
say from 15 to17. Their services were gladly ac- 
cepted, and we have the testimony of gen. Macomb 
and gen. Mooers, of the New-York militia, that 
they acquitted themselves most nobly. They ac. 
companied the latter to Beekmantown, and were 
very active in assisting in the defence of the pas- 
sage of the Saranac, General Macomb says “their 
services were important,” and it appears that the 
brave lads, being light of foot and full of zeal, har- 
rassed the enemy day and night, marking and giv- 
ing information of his movements, “which it was 
both dificult and important to obtain,” &c. For 
these deeds, gen. Macomb made a conditional pro- 
mise that each of them should be presented with 
a rifle, asa mark of the approbation of their coun- 
try; but it seems this promise cannot be complied 
with unless a law is passed to authorize its fulfil. 
ment; and hence the subject has been brought up. 

The following are the names of this little band 
of patriots, which we shall do our duty by preserv- 
ing in this work. 

M. J. Aikin, captain; Azariah C. Flagg, lieutenant; 
Gustavus A. Bird, Ira A. Wood, James Trowbridge, 
Hazan Mooers, Henry K. Averill, St. J. B. L. Skin- 
ner, Frederick P. Allen, Hiram Walworth, Ethan 
Everist, Amos Loper, James Patten, Bartemus 
Brooks, Smith Batemen, Melancthon W. Travis, 
Flavel Williams. 

INDIAN TREATY. The treaty concluded with the 
Ottowa, Chippewa and Pottawatamie tribes of In- 
dians, at Chicago, in August last, by gov. Cass antl 
Solomon Sibley, esq on the part of the United 
States, and a large number of chiefs and warriors 
on the part of the tribes, has been ratified by the 
senate, and is published in the National Intelligen- 
cer. As usual, it provides for the cession of a large 
tract of land, which is located on the east side of 
lake Michigan, in which, however, there are many 
reservations in favor of individuals; in compensa- 
tion for this, the United States are to pay the Otto. 
wa nation one thousand dollars, in specie, annuall 
for ever,—and for ten years allow 1,500 a year for 
the support of a blacksmith, of a teacher, and of a 
person to instruct the people in agriculture; the 
Pottawatamies are to receive 5,000 dollars a year 
for twenty vears, and for fifteen years to have 1,060 
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annually expended to furnish them with a black- 
smith and ateacher. Nothing to be paid to the 
Chippewas. 

To this treaty the marks (and the names added) 
of more than sixty Indians are affixed—among them 
many like the following: Ketchamachinawa, Mate- 
heepeenachewish, Wawweeuckkemeck, Cheegwamack- 


guago. 


Tuer cariTtoLt. The amount of money expended 
in the year 1821, on the centre building, has alrea- 
dy been stated at $102,314. The amount of per- 
sons employed as carvers, stone-cutters, bricklay- 
ers, coppersmiths and laborers, during the summer 
months, was about 225. Carvers and bricklayers 
at 150 cents per day; stone-cuttere at 1374; car- 
penters ard coppersmiths at 1124; laborers at 75; 
the last at 70 cents during the winter, and the 
others a little less than the sums just stated. During 
the year 1,258 tons of free stone and 1,212,045 
bricks were purchased and paid for. There is a 
great deal ef work yet to be done on this edifice— 
but it is resolved that the vast dome over the cen 
tre building shall be of wood, and about $100,000 
more expended, will shew much progress towards 
its finish, ‘The sum of 120,000, dollars has been 
appropriated by the house of represensatives, for 
the purpose of carrying on the work during the 
present year. . 








Wooten goons. A report of the secretary of 
war, dated the 4th ult. shews the amount of wool- 
en goods, purchased for the army, during the years 
1820 and 1821, of whom purchased, the prices 
paid, and what portion thereof was of American 
manufacture. The amounts for the two years are 


‘as follows: 


Of American manufacture—99,500 yards kersey, 
white and grey; 3000 do. green cloth; 2171 doz, 
pairs of stockings; 1,703 do. de. socks; 4000 blan- 
kets; 7,300 yards blue cloth; 41,000 do, flannel; 
260 do. black cloth; 50 doz. pair of gloves. 

Imported goods—9,000 blankets; 3 yards green 
cloth; 31 do. velvet; 209 do. blue cloth; 9 dozen 

airs of mittens; 402 yards scarlet cloth. 

So it appears that, in the article of blankets ex- 
cepted, the amount of imported goods purchased 
was very small; and it is added, that ‘all materials 
for, and articles of clothing provided for the army, 
not included in this statement, are, without excep- 
tion, of domestic manufacture. 

The price paid for kersey was from 1 40 tol 60; 


cloth 1 90 to 2 36, six quarters wide; stockings at 


5 50 per doz. flannel at from 34 to 374; blankets 


at 2 90, &c. 


Forrten news. Paragraphs and items from Gif- 
ferent foreign journals received by the late arri- 
vals: 

England, &c. Hickman, the boxer, was convey- 
ed to the scene of action by his backer (one of the 


7 Rothschilds), in a barouche and four, with two out 


riders, and a man in front sounding a bugle. Mr. 
Rothschild, it is said, lost 10,000 dollars by the re- 
sult.—[Deaths by boxing are quite common in 
England—one paper contains accounts of three. ] 
The number of criminal offenders committed to 
Newgate last year, was 1974, of whom 1305 were 
convicted, 105 of them sentenced to suffer death; 
but 27 only were executed, 6 of them for uttering 
forged, nutes. The number transported for life 


was 109; for 14 years, 105; for 7 years, 370. 
The “number of newspapers published in the 
united kingdom, at this time, is 280, of which 57 





issue from the metropolis, 130 from the provinces 
of England and Wales, 31 from Scotland, 54 from 
Ireland, and 8 from the islands of Jersey and 
Guernsey, &c. More than one-fifth emanate from 
London. 

A coal merchant was convicted before the ma- 
gistrate, at Bolton, in the migitated penalty of ten 
pound and costs, for paying one of his workmen’s 
wages otherwise than in the current coin of the 
realm; contrary to the statute 1, Geo IV. c93. 

The house that is building for the duke of Wel- 
lington, at the cost of the laborers of Great Britain, 
by the act of their government, is to be one thousand 
and eight hundred feet long! that is, about one-third 
of amile. Many a poor wretch will be starved for 
this. 

The following is one of the proclamations post- 
ed up by the Irish disturbers of the peace—‘“take 
this down who dare, Reason—We, the united body 
of the commissioners, commisserating our sad state, 
and detérmined to abolish all tithes, taxes, and rent, 
do offer a reward of 80 pounds for the head of a 
head minister, 50 for a curate, 20 fora proctor, and 
10 for a bailiff. Mansaar Rocex.”’ 

Some singular reports are in circulation, with res. 
pect to jewellery, to no less an amount than 64,000) 
furnished by a well known house, the account for 
which was recently submitted to Mr. Herries of 
the treasury, as part of the coronation expenses, 

Mr. Bochsa is now in treaty with madame Cata- 
lini, for an engagement to perform at the ensuing 
oratorios at Covént garden theatre. The lady asks 
but 3,000/ for her services for the season, consist- 
ing, of about 15 or 20 nights; the gentleman has 
offered 2,000 which offer the lady has thought 
proper to reject, and thus the matter at present 
rests. 

It is stated that at a public sale in Staffordshire, 
four draught horses had been sold for 5/. the first 
for 2/. 10; the second for 1/. 7; the third forll. 3; 
and the fourth for 10s—In Barnstable, on the 22d 
January, prime beef was selling at one penny half 
penny, (not three cents) a pound. 

The bank of the United States remitted two mil- 
lions of dollars, in the stock of that institution, to 
England, for sale; upon the strength of which 
they were drawing bills of exchange, at a premium 
of 124 per cent. 

It is said, that within the last twelve months, 
the under-writers at Lloyd’s, have paid a million 
for losses. 

On the 7th of February, lord Liverpool gave no- 
tice in the house of lords, that he intended to 
move a postponement of the ordinary business, in 
order to enter upon an immediate consideration of 
the state of Ireland; the information received by 
ministers respecting which, called fur prompt and 
more efficient measures. A similar motion was 
made in the house of commons, the same evening, 
by lord Londonderry, who distinctly stated, that it 
was the intention of his majesty’s ministers to pro- 
pose the re-enactment of the insurrectionary act. 

It appears, from an official digest of the returns 
respecting the poor rates in England and Wales, 
that the average of the years 1748—49—50 was 
689, 971/; and that. for 1819—.20, 7, 329, 59A4/. ster- 
ling. During the latter year the sum was 8, 672, 
2521. 

By the returns of the poor in England and Wales, 
it appears, that, for Jaw expenses only, in the year 
1819, more money was paid than the whole expen- 
diture for the king, his court, ministers, judges, 
ambassadors, the princes, and all the state pension: 
ers added together. The whole expenses of the 
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poor amount to a sum equal to the revenue of the 
emperor of Russia, who maintains an army of a mil- 
lion of soldiers, and to more than twice the expen- 
ses of the government of the United Sates, 

By some slight notices of Kean, the player-man, 
in the London papers, it seems that his nods and 
winks, sudden starts and awful pauses, have worn 
out —and that it is no longer fashionable to believe 
that he is, (what he himself thought that he was), 
the greatest man that ever lived! But the time 
was that if any one doubted his greatness, it only 
shewed his own ignorance or envy! Such is fashion 
—but truth will prevail. 

Revenue and expenditure—general summary. In- 
come, Great Britain, 51 millions; Ireland, 44 do.; 
total 554 do. in money. Expenditure— interest on 
funded debt, 30 do.; do. on unfunded debt, 1 do.; 
due East India company and Greenwich hospital, 
23 do.; expenses of government 184; total 52. Ba- 
lance of income over expenditure last year, 34 do. 

France. Some very arbitratry regulations have 
been adopted to put down the small degree of 
freedom that remained to the press in France.— 
The ministers have arranged them just as they 
pleased. 

The fitting out of an expedition for the reduction 
of Hayti was suggested in the chamb< ¢ of deputies 
—but when it was shewn that not less than 30,000 
men and a very large fleet would be required, the 
project was silenced. 

The late English papers contain a translation of 
the annual report of the bank of France, on which 
the editor of the Times makes the following re- 
marks, which we extract, as they have a general 
application to all similar institutions:— 

‘It is a document of no small degree of curiosity; 
for it affects nothing stately or mysterious—it makes 
no unreasonable demands on the blind confidence 
of the members composing the corporation, in the 
integrity or discretion of the few individuals whom 
they delegate to manage their affairs. Every item 
of debt and credit, of profit and loss, is brought for- 
ward with frankness and simplicity. The prospects 
of the concern are explained, as well as its past ope- 
rations, Yet, strange to say, with all this departure 
from foreign precedent, the prosperity attained to 
by the bank of France, seems no less striking and 
unquestionable, than the clear development of the 
means which led to it is characteristic of conscious 
rectitude and honour. 

“The bank of France has a fixed capital amount- 
ing to 90,000,000 francs, or 3,759,000/.; on which 
sum there has been distributed, within the last year, | 
a dividend of upwards of 8 per cent, being 84 francs 
for each share of 1,000 francs, besides a reserved 
profit of 12 per cent, more. 

“The general operations of the bank have, with- 
in the same period, acquired a greater magnitude 
than ever. The bills discounted in 1820, amounted 
to 254,000,000—in 1821, they increased to 384,000 
000. The accounts current, during the same peri- 
od, rose from 544,000,000 to 605,000,000. 

“Again, the total amount of receipts and pay- 
ments, during the last year, was in'specie 546,924, 
103; in paper 7,049,708; an enormous mass of pe- 


| The following is presented as a specimen of the 
manner in which subjects are discussed in the 
chamber of deputies; and such scenes are not un- 
common: 

In the sitting of the 31st Jan. on the clause of the 
bill regulating the censorship of the press, which 
relates to libels on members of religion. 

“General Foy proposed, as an amendment, to 
substitute the words ‘functionary of religion,’ for 
the words ‘minister of religion,’ and of imprison- 
ment from one month to a year, and a fine of from 
500 to 1000 francs,’ for ‘imprisonment of from 15 
days,’ &c. ‘Before I develope myjamendment,’ said 
the general, ‘I shall say something to the last speak- 
er, because it is nearly the hundredth time that 
he has repeated his declaration at this tribune. The 
members of the opposition have always been faith. 
ful to their oaths—( Laughter on the right)—to the 
chief of all eaths, that of fidelity to their country, 
Never have they separated themselves from tie 
soul of their country, from the mass of the nation— 
(Bravos on the lefi)—for the nation, the country, 
was neither at Coblentz nor Ghent, it was upon 
the natal soil. (Violent murmurs on the right; ap. 
plause on the left)—You speak incessantly of the 
20th March. Who led to it?---( Explosion of voices 
on both sides:—‘You’ ‘You.’ Long interruption.)— 
Who gave to the monarch perfidious counsel, with 
which, upon his return, he reproached his govern- 
ment? On the 20th of March one of those phe. 
nomena was seen which appears but once in the 
lapse of ages—an immense power acting at once 
upon recollections, upon interests, upon imagina. 
tions: The soldiers who were stationed between 
Cannes and Paris flocked into the presence of tieir 
general, (Bonaparte) as soon as they had heard 
that he hadlanded. Can itbe wondered at? (Vio. 
lent interruption, A voice: were you at Cannes? 
Other voices: No, he commanded for the king at 
Nantes.) An immense mass of public functiona- 
ries—(Jnexpressible tumult. A voice: Mr. president, 
call the rash speaker to order.) 

The president—Pray, gentlemen, be silent, and 
allow me to judge whether the orator is in or out 
of order. 

On another occasion, exclamations were heard 
of, ‘We will sleep here! ‘You are partisans of dis- 
cord!’ *We will remain here until midmghi!’ &c. 
&c. While M. de Serre (late keeper of the seals) 
was explaining, in answer to an imputation, a mem. 
ber called to him—*You deserve a patent for igno- 
rance!’ and towards the close of the debate, the 
president himself received a direct, and not very 
courteous contradiction from Mr. Benjamin Con- 
stant, 

Spain —They write from Arevalo, that one of 
the deputies nominated for the new cortes, had 
lately passed through that town, who, by his mo- 
desty, had-excited much curiosity. He travels on 
foot, says the letter, leading a horse which, with his 
harness and decorations, cost nine dollars, His garb 
is more than modest; but his head and his ideas are 
most excellent. Nor does he travel in this humble 
manner on account of his poverty, for he has relin- 
quished, for the benefit of the nation, 6000 reals 


cuniary transactions, especially when it is consi- |given him by the province for his journey, and has 


dered that these were exclusive of services ren- 
dered to the public treasury by which some mo- 
derate addition was made to the dividend on the 


cancelled fourteen debts of arrearage pay. 
By files of the Gibraltar Chronicle, recieved at 
New York, it appears that the Spanish coftes, con- 


shares, It may be worth remarking in conclusion, |trary to the recommendation of the king, adopted, 


tional establishment, including salaries and all other 


on the 12th February the opinion of theircommiitee, 
relative to sending commissioners to South Ame- 
rica; and, the day following, they further approved 
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that the cortes should annul the Cordova conven- 
tion between gen. O’Donoju and the Mexican leader 
Iturbide, as also any other treaty, act, or stipulation, 
relative to the acknowledgement of the indepen- 
dence of Mexico by the same general; that the 
government be urged to declare to other govern- 
ments, that Spain has not given up her right to 
her provinces beyond the seas, and that, therefore, 
she will consider asa violation of the existing treaties, 
the partial or absolute acknowledgement of their inde- 
pendence before the differences between them and the 
mother country shull have been adjusted;—and lastly, 
that government be likewise urged to endeavor, by 
every possible means, to preserve, and speedily to 
reinforce, such points in those countries as still main- 
tain their relations with the mother country, and 
refuse to make common cause with the malcontents. 
(7 This givesto the state of affairs a very different 
appearance from what they were represented, by 
way of Paris. 

Naples.— The proceedings against the conspira- 
tors of 1820 have terminated; the numbercondemned 
amounts to 110. 

Russia.-Exports to the United States from St. 
Petersburg in the year 1821, in 78 American ves- 
sels—3921 casks of tallow; 275,976 poods of iron; 
315,639, do of clean hemp; 41,665 do outshot; 1,315 
half clean; 2,143 do of 12 head flax, and 1,535 do of 
bristles. 

In the year 1819, there were 1,522,134 births in 
the Russian empire, viz: 796,426 males and 725,708 
females--90,686 more than in the year 1818,— 
The deaths were 919,109—viz: 467,668 males and 
451,441 females—44,102 more than in 1818. The 
births exceed the deaths by 603,025; of the latter 
233,697 were of males under 5 years old. 


It appears from.the tables, that if the deaths of 


persons under 10 years of age are deducted, the 
greatest mortality in Russia, for any period of 5 
years, takes place at the age of from 60 toj65 years. 

Among the deaths of the male sex (the age of 
the females is not stated) there were 18,741 above 
80: 5,754 above 90; 1,094 above 100; 324 above 105; 
179 above 110; 90 above 115, 56 above 120; 23 
above 125; 13 above 130, and two the extraordina- 
ry age of between 140 and 150. 

Turkey, &c. Peace with the Persians appears 
to have been the result of negociation, through 
the mediation of a Sheik—after which the Persians 
retreated with much haste to their own country, 
from the neighborhood of Bagdad. The power of 
this people is much over-rated. 

A London paper says—~a letter from an officer on 
board his majesty’s ship Secringapatam, at Zante, 
states that a skirmish had taken place between that 
ship and some Greek soldiers; that one of the in- 
sulted men, belonging to the!Seringapatam, was ul- 
timately murdered, for which crime six Greek sol- 
diers have since been hanged and gibbeted on the 
top} of the highest hill in the island.--A tolerable 
specimen of retaliation! 

Africa. The Caffrees are at war with the British 
again, and appear to have caused much uneasiness 
at the Cape of Good Hope, for the colony lately 

stablished at Algoa bay. 

Mr. Beechy, at Tripoli, was about starting on 
his expedition into Lybia—the bey had afforded 
him every facility in his power. 

Cotombia, &c. Bolivar, at the head of a power- 
ful army, is said to have marched “to Popayan, to 
open a campaign against the unfortunate province 
of Quito”—in which, from this, we presume there 


3s some disturbance. All else appears to be entire- 


ly quiet, and commerce was reviving. Yucatan is 





declared independent, and the people of the terri. 
tory of the isthmus, having held a council at Pana. 
ma, have decreed that they belong to the republic 
of Colombia, and would send deputies to the con- 
gress. Theyaskot Bolivar asmall body of men to 
garrison some of the most important points. 

Mexico.—The royalists still held the castle at 
Vera Cruz—flags were often passed between the 
castle and the town, possessed by the patriots. It 
is stated that the first congress sat at Mexico on 
the 24th February. Perfect harmony subsisted 
throughout the empire. An ambassador had been 
sent to Spain for the purpose of soliciting one of 
the royal family as emperor of Mexico, provided he 
would live inthe empire. It was, however expect- 
ed, than Don Augustin de Iturbide, chief of the in. 
dependents, would be elected. The royalists. had 
generally emigrated to Spain and her provinces, 
with their valuable property. 

Latest news. London papers of the 13th Feb.— 
Parhament has re-enacted the Irish insurrectionary 
act, and repealed the habeas corpus, in respect to 
Ireland;—for the proceedings 198, against them 
68. The insurrection bill, says a London paper, 
gives to magistrates a right to enter into the most 
retired and delicate part of any dwelling house, 
and, if refused admittance, to force the chambers 
even of females. By this act, any man found out 
of his house, between sunset and sunrise, any per- 
son found drinking in a public house in the same 
period, whether a traveller or not—any owner or 
occupier of a house, absent from home within the 
same peridd—any person, in whose possession 
either arms er ammunition are found—all these 
are liable to transportation for seven years; and 
this, too, without the interference of a grand jury 
by bill—without the petty jury by their verdict, 
and without allowing the grieved party any satis- 
factory appeal. 

Nothing has transpired relative to the determi- 
mination of the emperor of Russia in regard to 
Turkey. It is denied that the Porte has agreed to 
his ultimatum, 

A treasury order has issued to permit the use of 
wheat in malting and distilling in England. The 
accounts from Ireland shew that the disorderly 
spirit is greatly increasing. The government is 
said to have resolved to borrow four millions, to be 
loaned to th 2 agriculturalists at a low rate of inte- 
rést and on easy security. , 

The French law of the press is published—it is 
completely tyrannical. 
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Land Office Examinations, &c. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 29, 1822, 

Mr. McLane, from a select committee, deliver: 
ed in the following report, which was read, and 
ordered to lie on the table: 

The committee, to whom was referred the se- | 
veral communications from the secretary of the 
treasury, of the 28th January, and 18th February, 
1822, in obedience to several resolutions of the 
house of representatives of the 4th January, and 
February, 1822, respecting the manner in 
which the several land offices have been examined, 
by whom examined, and the moneys paid for suck 
examination, &c. having examined the subject 
submitted to them with great deliberations; make 
the following report: 

That, by the laws of the United States, it is 
made ‘the duty of the secretary of the treasury 
to cause, at least once every year, the books 0 
the officers of the land offices to be examined, 
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and the balance of public moneys in the hands 
of the several receivers of public moneys of the 
said offices, to be ascertained.” That, previous 
to the year 1816, this examination had been sade 
by persons residing in the vicinity of the respective 
offices; but, in progress of time, the augmentation 
in tne receipts of these offices rendered more in 

formation necessary, and gave an importance to 
the examination, which it had not previously pos- 
sessed. These circumstances proved the inade 

quacy of the old system, and, in 1816, induced the 
late Mr. Dallas, then secretary of the treasury, to 
direct the examination to be made by one of the 
clerks of the general land office, who was also 
permitted to make a similar examination in 1817; 
and received for his services, in each year, at tie 
rate of three dollars per day, in addition to his sa 

dar, asclerk. Tiat, since the year 1817, the exa 

miiation has been made by persons disconnected 
with the department, and who have received for 
their services, at the rate of six dollars per day, an:! 
31x dollars for every twenty miles travel. 

That, in th: yesr 1821, Jesse B, Hhomas, esq. a 
senator of the United States, from Illinois, was 
permitted, by the secretary of the treasury, to ex 
a’) ine the offices in Ohio, Lndiana, Ulinois and Mis- 
sourt, for which, as appeurs by the documents b. 
fo'e the committee, be received a sum amounting 
to the allowance, which has been established since 
the year 1817. That ti:e principal in:.ucement to 
permitthe said Jesse B Thomas to make the ex 
amination, as stated by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, appears to have been an expectation, that 
he would be enabled to secure to the United states 
a large amount of public money in the bank of 
Vincennes, at the time that bank stopped payment, 
which service he performed and for which he 
has not received or demanded any compensation. 

Although the committee consider the duty of 
suggesting or recommending any aiteration in the 
n ode of «examining the land offices, to be properly 
Within the province of the committee on public 
lands, to whom this part of the subject naturally 
refers itself, they are neverthelezs, free to declare 
it as their opinion, that the public interest does not 
require anv change in the mode which has been! 
pursued since the year 1817, 

The committee presume, however, that this 
was the least important object of the reference of 
the subject to them; and that the design principally 
was, that they should consider and report upon the 
effect of permitting Jesse B. Thomas, esq. asena 
tor of the United States, to examine the said offi 
ces, in 1821, in which it has been supposed that 
doth the constitution of the United States, and the 
act of congress «concerning contracts,” passed the 
21st of April, 1808, have been violated. 

Although the committee freely admit the power 
and jurisdiction of the house of representatives, to 
guard the purity of our institutions from violations, 
which it is the peculiar province of congress or of 
the people to punish or remedy; they cannot re 
cogniz+ either its justice or dignity, in conducting 
ex parte investigations into breaches of highly pe- 
nal statutes, and the commission of misdemeanors 
amenable by the laws to a different tribunal. Such 
precedents might lead, in worse times, to conse 
quences of a ruinous and most troublesome cha- 
racter. They might be used to authorize congress 
to become the expositors of their own laws, or 
improperly to throw the weight of their opinion 
into the dehberations of the legitimate tribunals. 
They would be very apt to be seized upon to pro- 
duce public excitement, and be perverted to the] 





purposes of ambitious men and individual resent- 
ments. 

At the same time, the committee would not be 
understood as ascribing the present investigation 
to such motives, and, as well on this account, as 
from a just sense of the policy of our institutions, 
and the character of the individuals concerned, 
they submit tothe house the general views which 
they are constrained to entertain. 

Uhe committee are clearly of opinion, that the 
examination of the land offices by Jesse B. Cho- 
mas, €sq. was not a violation of the constitution of 
the United States. 

That instrument forbids the appointment of 
members of congress, during the time for which 
they were elected, to any civil office, created, or 
the emoluments whereof shall have been increased, 
during that time; and, also, prevents any person 
holding an office under tie government, from be- 
ing a member of congress during his continuance 
in office. 

The object was to take from congress the means 
or inducement of creating place or emo.ument for 
themselves, and thereby guard the rights and inte- 
resis of the people from the encroachment of exee 
cutive power The committee are the advocates 
of this policy, and would be the last to weaken its 
influence inthe government. But the case of Mr. 
Thomas is cl] arly not within the words or the spi- 
rit of the firs', and if it could be considered as em- 
braced in the latter clause, his appointment would, 
nevertheless, be constitutional, since only the hold- 
ing incompatible offices, at the same time is proh- 
bited, with which idea the daily practice of the 
government, from its organization, is in strict con- 
tormity. In fact, the congress of the U. States has 
hitherto been the theatre on which the ablest men 
of our country have become distinguished for their 
virtue and.inteHigence, and recommended them- 
selves to the highest honors and places in the go- 
vernment. The same theatre has matured their 
experience, and conducted our greatest statesmen 
to the executive and judicial departments at home, 
and to foreign courts abroad, with equal advan- 
tage to the ornament and real interests of the na- 
tion 

If therefore, there could be such an incompati- 
bility as is imagined, it would then resolve itself 
into the question, whether Mr. Thomas, by accept- 
ing the appointment, had vacated his seat in the 
senate, and with that bedy your committee would, 
in that case, be disposed to leave it. 

But, your committee are of opinion, that the duty 
of examining the land offices is not such an office 
as was contemplated by the constitution of the 
United States, which opinion seems to have re- 
ceived the sanction, and regulated the practice of 
the government, since the adoption of the consti- 
tution, by those who bore a principal share in com- 
posing it; and must, therefore, be supposed to have 
understood its real import. 

The committee refer to the appointment of Mr. 
Tracy, a senator of the United States, by presi- 
dent Adams, in the year 1800, to inspect the posts 
on the northern and northwestern frontier. For 
this service, Mr. Tracy received a liberal compen- 
sation, and extra mileage, which is stated on the 
records of the senate of that day, Under the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Dawson, a mem- 
ber of the house of representatives, from Vjrginia, 
was appointed as the bearer of a treaty to F rance, 
and was paid for performing the duty; and, during 
the administration of the same president, Mr. Smith, 
a senator from Tennessee, was appointed a cori- 
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missioner to treat with the Indians, and actually 
executed two treaties, under this appointment.— 
They also refer to the instance, at a still more re- 
cent period, during the administration of presi- 
dent Madison, of the appointment of Mr Worth- 


ington, a senator, and Mr. Morrow, a representa- 


tive, from Ohio, to negociate with the Indians. In 
each of these cases, the individuals referred to, ex- 
ecuted the trusts confided to them, still retained 
their seats in congress; and in the senate, passed 
upon their own acts. The committee content 
themselves with these instances, without enumer- 
ating others, as affording a clear exposition of this 
ciause in the constitution. 

The act of congress, which it is supposed has 
been violated by permitting Mr. Thomas to exa- 
mine the land offices, was passed the 21st April, 

1808, and is entitled “An act concerning con- 
tracts.” 

The first section provides, that, from and after 
the passage of this act, no member of congress 

shall, directly or indirectly, himself, or by any other 
person whatsoever, in trust for him, or for his use 
or benefit, or on his account, undertake, execute, 
hold, or enjoy, inthe whole or in part, any con- 
tract or agreement hereafter to be made or enter- 
ed into with any officer of the United States, in 
their behalf, or with any person authorized to 
make contracts on the part of the United States; 
and, further, imposes a penalty on any member of 
congress so offending. 

The act further provides, “that if any officer of 
the United States, on behalf of the United States, 
shall, directly or indirectly, make or enter into 
any contract, bargain, or agreement, in writing or 
otherwise, other than those therein excepted, on 
conviction thereof, shall be guilty of a high mis- 
demeanor, and fined in the sum of three thousand 
dollars.” 

The 3th section provides, that, “after the pass. 
ing of this act, it shall be the duty of the secretary 
of the treasury, secretary of war, secretary of the 
navy, and postmaster general, annually, to lay be- 
fore congress a statement of all the contracts which 
have been made in their respective departments 
during the year preceding such report,” &c. 

Without meaning to pronounce any opinion, 
whether a court of justice would so interpret the 
law as to be applicable to the case of the examina- 
tion of the land office by Mr. Thomas, the com- 
mittee are aware that the words are extremely 
broad, and, if such could be supposed to be their 
true intent and meaning, would be capable of em- 
bracing every imaginable case in which a member 
of congress could be called to perform any duty, 
or render any service in bebalf of the U. States, and 
which, by any possibility, could be termed a “con- 
tract, bargain, or agreement.” 

They could especially be extended to the ap- 
pointment to negociate treaties, whether the mem. 
ber should afterwards resign or not; to the ap- 
pointment of printers to publish the laws of the 
United States; and to the employment of counsel 
in causes in which the United States have an inte- 
rest—than none of which, it is apprehended, is the 
duty of examining the land offices more plainly 
within the scope of the words, But, by the cotem- 

orary practice which occasioned the law, and 
which followed; its enactment, among those who 
were liable to its provisions, and always dispesed 
to comply with its terms; who either aided.in mak. 
ing, or lived and were familiar in the times and 
circumstances in which it was made, and were con- 


it was passed; it has received a different construc- 
tion, and has never been considered as prohibiting 
any of the employments above enumerated, 

From the organization of the government, down. 
to the passing of the law in 1808, it had been usual 
to give such appointments to members of congress, 
and though in the case of Mr. Tracy, his demand 
for mileage was not deemed. reasonable, neither 
the legality or policy of the usage had ever been 
questioned. But, in the years 1807 and 1808, 
John Smith, a senator from Ohio, had entered 
largely into contracts with the war department, 
for supplying the northwestern army; and Mat- 
thew Lyon, a representative from Kentucky, had 
numerous contracts with the postmaster general, 
for carrying the mail. These contracts had pro- 
duced considerable excitement in congress, where 
their influence had been manifested; and especially 
the former, under the supposition that John Smith 
had become connected with the schemes of A. 
Burr, and used his contract tosubserve them. Af- 
ter a fruitless attempt to expel him from bis seat 
in the senate, the law in question was passed. 
From the date of this law, all contracts, of the na- 
ture of the two last, ceased to be given to mem- 
bers of congress; while all other trusts and agen- 
cies, as before referred to, continued to be given, 
and the returns from the different departments 
made accordingly, without serious complaint. 

The appointment of Mr. Worthington and Mr. 
Morrow, both active in their respective places, in 
passing the law of 1808, as commissioners to ne- 
gociate with the Indians, was made very soon af- 
ter the law was passed, and by president Madison, 
who was secretary of state at the time of its enact- 
ment, and could no more be supposed to be igno- 
rant of its general objects, than disinclined to obey 
its injunctions in their true spirit and meaning.* 

It1s believed by the committee that the late 
William Pinkney was employed as counsel in be- 
half of the United States, while he was.a member 
of the house of representatives from Maryland, 
and argued some causes in the supreme court, and 
received a liberal compensation for his services. 
It appears, too, that, in 1818, upon the occasion of 
certain complaints made at the office of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, against a receiver of public 
moneys at Vincennes, the present chief magis- 
trate of the United States, directed the senators 
from Indiana to investigate the subject, and though 
the investigation did not proceed, one of the sena- 
tors, who lived at adistance, and attended for the 
purpose, was afterwards allowed his travelling ex- 
penses. On another occasion, in the year 1819, 
the hon. Benjamin Ruggles was directed to aid the 
superintendent of the Cumberland road, in taking 
proper security from the persons entering into the 





*Note by the editor of the Register.—Though it 
does not seem necessary to add the documents, 
generally, that accompany this report, we feel it 
due to the subject to call the attention of our 
readers to one of them, which we are rather sur- 
prized that the committee did not, at this place, 
allude to:} its amount is as follows—col. R. M. 
Johnson and judge Morrow, at that time both 
members of congress, were appointed, on the 24th 
May, 1814, to treat with the northwestern Indians: 
but this appointment was revoked on the 31st of 
the same month, by gen. Armstrong, then secre- 
tary of war, by direction of president Madison, 
who had not before adveried to the fact that the ac- 
ceptance would vacate their seats in congress, See 
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contracts, and received from the superintendent 
seventy-two dollars for his services, 

In the department of state, there exist few oc- 
casions for giving aconstruction to this law “con- 
cerning public contracts;”’ though, in this depart- 
ment, the employment of a member of congress, 
being the editor of a newspaper, to print the laws 
of the United States, has not been considered by 
John Quincy Adams, esq. “or by his predecessors, 
as prohibited by the act of congress, or as coming 
at all within its purview”—accordingly, your com- 
mittee find that James J. Wilson, esq. a senator 
from the state of New Jersey, and the editor of the 
Trenton True American, was employed to print 
the laws, during the time he was senator, from 1815 
to 1821, and from the year 1804. 

In the navy department, the committee have 
heard of no particular cases, or of any particular 
practice, other than that arising from the annual 
returns under the fifth section, which are exclu- 
sively confined to contracts for work and supplies.. 

The committee believe it to have been usual in 
the war department, also, to employ members of 
congress as counsel in behalf of the United States, 
and they refer particularly to the instances of Mr. 
Baldwin, of the house of representatives, and of 
Mr. Rodney, of Delaware, of the senate, employed 
and paid as counsel, under the direction of the pre- 
sent secretary of war.* 

The committee refer, also, to the case of a mem- 
ber of the house of representatives in the present 
congress, who is empleyed, under the authority of 
the war department, as a superintendent of a forti- 
fication of the United States, for which he receives 
an annual compensation.t 

Upon these instances the committee forbear any 
comment; proceeding to remark, however, that in 





*The secretary of war, in # letter dated the 5th 
April, addressed to the chairman of the committee, 
says there is a mistake about the employment of 
Mr. Rodney and Mr. Baldwin by the department. 
rit appears that Mr. Rodney was employed some- 
time previous to Ju/y 1820, and paid for his services 
on the 2th WVov. in the same year. He was elect- 
ed in October 1820, to serve after the 6th of March 
1821, but not qualified until Dec. in that year; so 
he was not employed while a member of congress, 
And Mr. Baldwin, it seems, was only engaged, 
previous to taking his seat in 1817, by major Wool- 
ley, of the ordnance, in the case of a soldier indict- 
ed for murder, for which, even yet he had nut re- 
ceived any compensation. This happened before 
Mr. Calhoun came into office. Mr. B. about the 
same time, was also employed by certain commis- 
sioners appointed to dispose of some lots, the pro- 
perty of the United States, at Pittsburg, for which 
he received 100 dollars]:——but “it cannot be ascer- 
tained, from the records of this office, that any part 
of the service was rendered subsequent to the time 
ef his taking his seat in congress.” 

tIn the case of ‘‘a member of the house of repre- 
sentatives in the present congress,” it is understood 
that Mr. Hill, from Main, is referred to; and it ap- 
pears that he was employed by gen. Bipley, in 
1816, to take charge of the fort and other public 
property at Phippsburg, and that he has received 
a compensation averaging $116 50 per annum.— 
These accounts were never submitted to the war 
department—the auditors having considered the 
authority of the commanding officer as sufficient for 
their allowance. Mr. Calhoun says in conclusion, 
that he had no “knowledge that Mr. Hill was so 


this practical construction there has been an uni- 
formity, which could scarcely have resulted from 
any thing else than a universal impression of the 
real meaning of the law. By the 5th section it has 
been perceived, that the secretary of the treasury, 
secretary of war, and of the navy, and the postmas- 
ter general, are directed to make annual statements 
to congress, of such contracts, made in their re- 
spective departments, as are comprehended in the 
law. But in none of these returns, which have 
been annually made, are included any of the cases 
enumerated, whether the service had been performed 
by a member of congress, or any other person, and 
under the idea that these were not of the descrip- 
tion of contracts to which the law had reference; 
the returns embrace only contracts for labor, for 
furnishing supplies, and for carrying the mail; 
and it is also worthy of observation, that, though 
this 5th section designs to compel a return of 
all contracts within the law, it does not require 
any such return from the department of. state, in 
which, though it is true no such contracts 4s gave 
rise to the law, are ever made, it has, nevertheless, 
an extensive patronage, a part of which is that of au- 
thorizing the publication of the laws, whith may. 
be dispensed to members of congress, and, as we 
have seen, falling clearly within the general scope 
of the words of the law of 1808. Neither has it 
been usual,jor deemed necessary, to make a fecord, 
in either of the departments, of any such instances, 
whether the service was performed by a member 
of congress, or others, pursuant to the law, re- 
quiring all contracts made by the respective de- 
partments, in behalf of the United States, to be re- 
corded. 

The committee do not wish to be understood as. 
referring to these instances, and to this course of 
practice to justify or excuse an error in one depart- 
ment by detecting similar abuses in others; nozvas af- 
fording an interpretation which, if erroneous, 
should have the force of judicial decision; but 
merely as the means by which the objects and 
meaning of the law may be ascertained, as illustra- 
tive of the sense in which its provisions have been 
received and understood by the most distinguished 
statesman, and the ablest constitutional lawyers of 
the country, and by the common consent of all 
whose duty it was to obey them. 

They refer to them, as demonstrating a cotem- 
poraneous practical construction, which has pre- 
vailed, without concert, in all of the departments, 
and to which an officer, entering the office long af- 
ter the construction had become adopted, might 
naturally conform his conduct. 

On the whole, the committee have seen nothing 
in the case submitted to them, which can lead to 
the presumption, that either of the individuals con. 
cerned had any intention either to violate the pro- 
visions of the law, or to abuse or disregard the spirit 
and policy of our institutions. 

They are-of opinion, that the employment of Mr. 
Thomas to examine the land offices, originated in a 
desire honestly to discharge an important public 
duty; that the peculiar importance of the trust at 
the time, and the character and elevation of the in- 
dividual employed, were calculated rather to invite 
than forbid the'selection. Nor have the committee 
any reason to believe that the duty has not been 
faithfully performed, and in a manner conducive to 
the public good. 

Under these circumstances, and with such im- 
pressions, the committee do not deem it necessary 
to single out this case for particular animadversion, 





employed,” 


or to pronounce upon the comprehensiveness or 
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precise impor’: of the act of 1808, They content 
themselves with referring to the construction which 
it has uniforrmly received in practice, and to the 
conviction that the public good, and not any sinis 
ter or improper purpose, was intended; and they 
therefore recommend the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 


ge ee he eet 


Reduction of the Navy. 


HOSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 29. 


A bill to fix and render permanent the naval esta- 
blishment of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the Uniied Siates of America in congress as 
sembled, That the naval peace establishment of the 
United States shall from and after the day of 

consist of one rear admiral, five commo- 
dores, nineteen captains, twenty-three master com- 
mandants, one hundred and forty lieutenants, twen- 
ty sailing masters, four hundred midshipmen, twen- 
ty-five surgeons, thirty surgeons’ mates, thirty-six 
pursers, six chaplains, twenty boatswains, tweypty 
gunners, twenty carpenters, twenty sail makers; 
and of all other officers, petty officers, seamen, 
ordinary seamen, and boys, a number not exceed- 
ing three thousand and three hundred; but the pre- 
sident of the United States may, if in his opinion 
the good of the service shall require it, make ad- 
ditional appointments of midshipmen: Provided, 
however, That the whole number of midshipmen 
shall not, at any one time, exceed four hundred 
and fifty. The president shall also have the power, 
if in his opinion the exigencies or the good of the 
service should require it, to give acting appoint- 
ments of lieutenants and master to such midship- 
men as have passed the examination, required by 
the regulations of the service, to qualify them to 
be lieutenants in the navy: Provided, The whole 
number of acting lieutenants and masters, includ- 
ing those holding commissions and warrants, shall 
not exceed one hundred and ninety lieutenants and 
sailing masters. And the president shall also have 
the power to appoint such additional chaplains, 
boatswains, gunners, carpenters and sail makers, 
as the good of the service may, in his opinion, re- 
quire, not exceeding, however, ten chaplains, ten 
boatswains, ten gunners, five carpenters, and five 
sail makers; but none of the officers retained in 
service under this act, shall be entitled to receive 
more than their monthly pay, without rations, dur- 
ing the time when they shall not be under orders 
for service. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the navy, with the approbation of the pre- 
sident of the United States, may grant furloughs to 
such of the officers as may choose to enter the mer- 
chant service of the United States, or such foreign 
service as the president may approve, for a term 
not exceeding two years; subject, however, to be 
recalled at any time he may deem necessary and 
proper; but allfofficers so furloughed, shall receive 
only one half their monthly pay, without rations, 
during the time they shall be, in such manner, ab- 
sent from the public service, 

Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
preservation of the skips and vessels placed in or- { 
dinary, the president of the United States shall 
have the power, provided he may deem the same 
necessary, to attach, permanently, to each ship or 
vessel, the following officers, seamen, ordinary sea- 
men and boys, that is to say: To a ship of the line, ; 











one captain, two lieutenants, one sailing master, 
four midshipmen, one boatswain, one gunner, one 
carpenter,two carpenter’s mates, who shall be caulk- 
ers, eight seamen, eight ordinary seamen, and six 
boys. ‘To each forty-four gun frigate, one captain, 
one lieutenant, one sailing master, three midship- 
men, one boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, one 
carpenter’s mate, whoshail be a caulker, sixseamen, 
six ordinary seamen, and four boys. Yo each of the 
frigates rated less than 44 guns, one captain, one 
lieutenant, one sailing master, two midsiipmen, one 
boatswain, one gunner, one carpenter, one carpen- 
ter’s mate, who shall be a caulker, five seamen, five 
ordinary seamen, and three boys. ‘lo eacti of the 
sloops of war, one master commandant, two mid- 
shipmen, one boatswain’s mate, one gurner’s mate, 
one carpenter’s mate, who shail be a caulker, three 
seamen, three ordinary seamen, and two boys. Vo 
each of the brigs and schooners, of not less than ten 
guns, one lieut. one midshipman, one boatswain’s 
vate, one gunner’s mate, one carpenter’s mate, who 
siailbe a caulker, two ordinary seanen, and two 
boys. To each of the several stations, at which ships 
and vessels are placed in ordinary, shall be attacied 
one surgeon, and one surgeon’s mate, to attend all 
the sick of such ships and vessels; one purser, to 
execute the duties of purser to all such ships and 
vessels; one chaplain and one schoolmaster, who 
shall perform, in their respective stations, the du- 
ties of chaplain. mathematician, and schoolmaster, 
on the station, under the superintendence of the 
senior officer of such ships and veesels in ordinary, 
whose duty it will be, under such instructions as 
may be given by the secretary of the navy upon 
the subject, to establish a school on board of the 
ship to which he is attached, for the purpose of 
instructing the midshipmen on the station, and 
those belonging to the ships in ordinary, in the 
several branches of mathematics, geometry, trigo- 
nometry, and navigation, agreeably to the rules 
and regulations of the navy. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each of 
the following naval stations, to wit: Portsmouth, 
New-Hampshire, Charlestown, Massachusetts, New 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Gosport, Va. and 
one other station, south of the Chesapeake, (such 
as the president of the United States shall select), 
shall be under the command of a of the 
navy, who shall have, agreeably to such regulations 
as are now, or may hereafter be established, by 
authority of law for the service, a general superin- 
tendence over the ships and vessels in ordinary at 
those stations, respectively, as well as over the offi- 
cers (such officers only excepted as may be senior 
in rank) and crews attached tothem. And it shall 
be the duty of such officers and crews, under his 
general superintendence and direction, to keep 
clean, ventilate, and prevent, by constant examina- 
tion, and, when necessary, caulking such rents and 
seams in the respective vessels to which they are 
attached, as may be found open, the deleterious 
effects arising from water getting between the 
timbers, and-for the preservation, repairing, and 
overhauling of the rigging, stores, &c. of the ships 
and vessels in ordinary, deposited in the navy yards 
and store houses, as well as for the rigging and 
equipping’ of any of the public ships or vessels 
fitting for sea, and like purposes: the commanding 
officers of the respective ships in ordinary, shall, 
upon the requisition of the commandant of the 
yard, furnish, from time to time, agreeably to the 
general regulations of the service, such number of 
officers and men, as, in his opinion, the work to be 
done may require. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
attached to vessels in ordinary, shall be allowed 
their full pay and rations, and such quantity of fuel 


-and candles, provided they live on board of the 


respective vessels to which they are attached, as 
they would be allowed were they at sea. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That to the offi- 
cers stationed at the several navy yards, that is to 
say: Portsmouth, N. H. Charlestown, Mass. New- 
York, Philadelphia, Washington, Gosport, Va. and 
one other yard south of the Chesapeake, the fol- 
lowing annual compensations, in lieu of all pay, 
rations, and emoluments, shall be allowed; to the 

commanding, three thousand dollars; to 
the master commandant, one thousand seven hun- 
dred dollars; to the lieutenant, one thousand dol- 
lars; to the sailing master, eight hundred and fifty 
dollars; to the surgeon, if attending a hospital, one 


thousand five hundred dollars; to the surgeon, if 


not attending a hospital, nine hundred dollars; to 
the surgeon’s mate, seven hundred and fifty doilars; 
to the purser, eight hundred dollars; to a labora 
tory. officer at Washington, seren hundred and fifty 
dollars; to each midshipman, three hundred and 
fifty dollars; to each boatswain, gunner, and sail. 
maker, five hundred dollars; which compensations 
shall be paid quarterly. 

Sec. 7. And beit further enacted, That to any other 
naval station inthe United States, (other than those 
enumerated in the preceding section), the presi- 
dent of the United States may deem necessary, 
there shall be attached one master commandant, 
who shall have the like superintendence over such 
station, as is provided in the fourth section of this 
act for the commandants of the several navy yards, 
therein enumerated; and the following annual com. 
pensations, in leu of all pay, rations and emolu- 
ments, shall be allowed to the oflicers attached to 
the lake stations, that is to say: 

If attached to the station on lake Qntario, the 
master commandant shall be entitled to one thou- 
sand three hundred dollars; the surgeon to eigit 
hundred and fifty dollars; the purser, who shall 
perform also the duties of store keeper, to eight 
hundred dollars. 

If attached to the station on lake Erie, the mas. 
ter commandant shall be entitled to one thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars; the surgeon to eight 
hundred dollars; the purser, who shall perform also 
the duties of storekeeper, to seven hundred and 
fifty dollars. : 

If attached to the station on lake Champlain, the 
master commandant shall be entitled to one thou- 
sand two hundred dollars; the surgeon to eight 
hundred dollars; the purser, who shall perform also 
the duties of storekeeper, to seven hundred and 
fifty dollars; which compensations shafl be paid 
quarterly. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That an officer, 
appointed to superintend the recruiting service, in 
aity port within the United States, shall not be en- 
titled toany allowance for house rent, fuel, or can 
dies. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That when asur 
geon’s mate shall act in the line of his duty on 
board a brig, schooner, or other small vessel of 
war, having no other medical officer attached to 
said vessel, he shall be allowed at the rate of ten 
dollars per month, in addition to his present pay and 
rations, as authorized by law. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the pre- 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby 
authorized to discharge all officers at present in 
the navy of the United States over and above the 











respective numbers retained by this act; and a‘! 
the commission officers, sailing masters and mid- 
shipmen, who shall be discharged under this act, 
shall be entitled to receive pay, over 
and above what may be due them, respectively, at 
the time of their discharge. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the pay 
and subsistence of a rear admiral shall be one hun. 
dred and twenty dollars per month, and eight ra- 
tions per day; and of a commodore, one hundred 
yin ten dollars per month, and eight rations per 

ay. 





Weights and Measures. 
LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANTA. 

Report, to the house of representatives—on the subject 
of weighis and measures, read in the senate of Penn- 
sylvania, March 1, 1822. Mr. Raguet, chairman. 
The committee appointed on the 8th of January 

last, to ascertain what provisions, in relation to the 
subject of weights and measures, it is probable, will 
be adopted by congress during its present session; 
and to inquire whether any, and if any, what amend- 
ments to our existing laws it is expedient to intro- 
duce, in case no legislative enactments should be 
made by the legislature of the union—beg leave to 
report, 

In relation to the first branch of duty assigned 
them, vour committee addressed a letter toa re- 
spectable member of the committee of the house 
of representatives of the United States, to which 
had been referred the report on ‘weights and mea- 
sures, prepared by the secretary of state, soliciting 
information as to the probable intentions of that 
committee. From the answer received to their 
communication, your committee are inclined to the 
opinion, that the only step, which will be recom- 
mended to congress, during its present session, 
will be the adoption of a resolution, requiring the 
president of the United States, to procure from 
England, exact copies of the pound weight, and of 
the yard, bushel and gallon measures of the British 
standard, for the use of the general government, 
and of the several states. Such a proceeding is 
much to be desired, in order that uniformity may 
be established throughout the union; which there 
is reason to believe, from the want of a standard, by 
which the weights and measures in use, can be pe- 
riodically tested, is very far from being the case.-— 
The standards once obtained, a system of laws, cal- 
culated to enforce conformity, may then be expect- 
ed; and, it is hoped, that the day is not far distant 
when the power, vested in congress, in relation to 
this important subject, will be exercised to the ex- 
tent required by the interests of the nation. 

In order that the legislature and the public may 
see how desirable it is for Pennsylvania, that some 
early step should be adopted by congress in rela- 
tion to thisimportant subject, your committee have 
made the following extract from a report, submitted 
by a committee of the senate, on third of March, 
1808, which will exhibit the imperfect state of our 
standard: 

“There are in the city of Philadelphia, two offi- 
ces of regulation; one for measures of the dry kind, 
and the other for measures of the wet kind, and 
weights. The former office contains an ancient.cop- 
per or brass half bushel, which is by some supposed 
to have been brought from England by William 
Penn, or Nathaniel Allen, and further supposed to 
be the same, which is mentioned in the law of 1700. 
At this time, however, there is no certainty, as there 
are no discoverable marks of British regulation, as 





Ss ti; 
Sera 
* 
tap 
| oe 
‘05 
t 
; ate 
ut 
the ae 
’ , 
= +i 
; Pa 
G 
: ¥ 
eae 
: 
be. i 
ys 
: ‘ 
‘ » 
ae,’ 
oe - r 
A 
+ 


i 

i 

{ 

' 

1 

| 
at 
wal 
iG) cians 
ps § 


gs 


a 
sn chewices 


a 


oy oe 
oe. 






NILES’ REGISTER—APREL 13, 1822—CONGRESS. | 








js by the said law required; the marks are B. N. E. 
in two places. It is coarsely made, the diameters 
and bottom unequal and irregular; is bruised and 
atched, and does not agree in its contents with the 
Winchester bushel, as will hereafter be shown.— 
This office also contains a cast brass four quart stan- 
dard, and acast brass ¢wo quart standard; both mark- 
ek with the letters W. R. anda crown stamp, and 
evidently appear to be of those imported in pursu- 
ance of the directions of the said act of 1700, 
latter office contains a cast brass guart standard, and 
a cast brass pint standard, both stamped, and evi- 
dently of the set imported as before mentioned,— 
Being thus stamped, they are, by the aforesaid law, 
made legal, althouzh they do not agree with the Win. 
chester standard. There are also, in this office, a 
copper half gallon, and a copper quart, intended 
for the regulation of wine measures; and an iron 
\ yard, or three feet measure in extension, without 
known accuracy; neither of these three have any 
evidence of regulation, or legal stamp. This office 
likewise contains a number of brass weights in gra- 
dation, from the ffty-stx pounds weight to] the haif 
ounce; which generally bear the appearance of hav- 
ing been imported in pursuance of the aforesaid law; 
having the stamps of the mural crown, the letter C, 
and the daggert—which are evidences of the city 
of London regulation. They do not bear the due 
and relative proportion each to the other,especially 
in the smaller weights; nor can it be expected, after 
such length ofuse. When last tried, the poundand 
agererate ounces, varied nearly an ounce. As re- 
gards the standard for troy weight, by which the 
precious metals are assayed and determined, there 
are mone; and so far as can be discovered, there ne- 
ver have been any. The larger and gross weights, 
are also irregular: and, as there is no determinate 
unit of weight, from which to proceed, there can be 
no accuracy.” 


In regard to the second inquiry referred to them, 
your committee have examined the existing laws of 
the commonwealth, and have found that there are 
but two acts upon the subject—one passed at the 
early period of 1700, and adapted toa slender popu- 
lation and a limited trade; the other passed on the 
29th March, 1813. Both these acts are deficient in 
their provisions, and, under their operation alone, 
it is impossible to enforce a conformity to the ex- 
isting standards. Ina late presentment of 4 grand 
jury of the city of Philadelphia, the irregularity of 
weights and measures is inveighed against, as the 
source of very extensive frauds; and it has been 
stated, that, in one case, a weight, called a fifty-six, 
was found, upon examination, to be deficient as 
much as seven pounds. In order to remedy the ex- 
isting evil, and to lay the foundation for a system 
of uniformity and justice in the dealing between 
our Citizens, your committee introduced the bill 
entitled, «An act to prescribe the duties of the 
regulator of weights and measures of the city and 
county of Philadelphia.”” This bill, with another, 
prescribing the duties of the sealer of dry mea- 
sures in the same district, which was read in his 
place by a member of the senate, if enacted into 
laws, will, it is conceived by your committee, place 
our regulations upon a more just foundation than 
has heretofore existed; for, by their provisions, the 
makers, venders and proprietors of all beams, 
scales, weights and measures. used in buying and 
selling, are required, under an adequate penalty, 
to have them annually adjusted and sealed by the 
proper officer. Should the provisions of our law 
nat be competent to tulfil the requirements of the 
general government, after they shall have procured 
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the several standards alluded to, our code may be 
amended—and the principles which are now con- 
fined to the city and county of Philadelphia, may 
be extended to the several counties of the com- 
monwealth. 

With these remarks your committee beg leave 
to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from 
any further consideration of the subject. | 








Seventeenth Congress—first session. 


IN THE SENATE, 
April 5. The senate again took up the resolu- 
tions submitted by Mr. Holmes, of Maine, on the 2d 
inst. and, having modified the same, they were 


adopted, in the following form: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be req uested 
to communicate to the senate the expenses of building each vessel 
of war, built at each “yg or other place in the United States, 
authorized by the act of the 2d January, 1813, and the acts sup- 
plementary thereto; distinguishing, ineaeh vesse} so built, the ex- 
penses of timber, iron, copper, cordage, hemp, cloth, and other 
materials; the amount paid to agents or superintendents, specify- 
ing their names; the amount paid for labor, particulgrizing the 
sums — to carpenters, mast makers, boat builders, tilock ma- 
kers,{blacksmiths, armourers, caulkers, gun-carriage makers, saw- 
yers, sail makers, and riggers, and other laborers. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to communicate to the senate the names, number, and grade of 
the officers and the number of men belonging to the navy, em- 
ployed in, ry ey to,each navy yard and each naval station 
in the United States, with the services each has performed and 
the compensation each has received, in pay, rations, and other 
emoluments, during the two last years, ending on the first of Ja- 
nuary last; including the value of the benefit to any officer, for 
the use or improvement of any public property. 

Resolved, That the information required by the above resolutions 
be furnished to the senate at the commencement of the next ses* 
sion of congress. 


Some bills were partially considered and post- 
poned to specified days—that to grant pre-emption 
rights to certain settlers in Louisiana was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, as was also the bill 
about certain land titles in the state of Missouri, af- 
ter some amendments and much incidental discus- 
sion. [The senate did not sit on Saturday the 6th. ] 

April 8. No important matters were transacted 
this day, nor was any thing decided upon. 

April 9. The senate resumed the consideration 
of the bill to allow drawback on cordage, manufac- 
tured from foreign hemp, and, without further de- 
bate, the question was taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and was decid- 
ed in the negative—yeas 11, nays 17, ° 

So the bill was rejected. 

A number of private bills were ordered to be read 
a third time. 


On motion of Mr. Walker, it was 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to Jay before the senate, any report, or information, which may be 
in his possession, as to the most eligible site on the western waters 
for the erection of a national armory. 


The senate adjourned. 

April 20. The senate took up the report of the 
committee of claims, unfavorable to the petition of 
John J. C, Oldfield, of Baltimore. [The petitioner 
was the innocent purchaser of two drafts, issued by 
the treasurer of the United States, to the paymaster 
general, in favor of two widows for pensions, which 
drafts it was afterwards found, were issued on the 
authority of fraudulent~-certificates and papers, 
forged for the purpose, and that the pretended en- 
dorsement of these widows on the drafts were forg- 
ed. Mr. Oldfield, the purchaser of these drafts, 
prays that the government will pay them.] 

An attempt was made to reverse the report and 
there was considerable debate upon it—but the mo- 
tion was negatived without a division. : 

Several bills were read a third time and passed 
—the senate agreed to the resolution of the house 
to fix the 8th of May as the time of adjournment 
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| ‘moves OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, April §. A good deal of minor business 
was attended to. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the treasury department, transmitting 
copies of the statements of the several banks in 
the District of Columbia, exhibiting their condition 
at the commencement of the present year; which 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 

The bill from the senate to alter the time of hold. 
ing the district court in Alabama, was passed. 

An engrossed bill to reviye and jcontinue in 
force certain acts concerning the allowance of pen- 
sions upon a relinquishment of bounty lands, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The house resolved itself into acommittee of the 
whole on the general appropriation bill. Mr. Cocke 
moved to strike out the provision “for the addi- 
tional compensation to the clerks in the office of 
the superintendent of Indian trade, as allowed by 
the act of the 20th of April, 1818.” The moticn 
was supported by the mover and Mr. Williams, of 
N. C. and carried by a large majority. 

An ineffectual attempt was made to strike out 
the salary allowed for a minister to Lisbon—for it 
34. The amount reported for expenses of carrying 
into effectthe 5th, 6th and 7th articles of the trea- 
ty of Ghent, was reduced from 25,000 to 12,500 
dollars, and the clause to provide “for the salaries 
of the commissioners, secretary, clerk and messen- 
ger, together with the contingent expenses of the 
two commissioners under the treaty with Spain,” 
being under consideration, was reduced from 30,000 
to 15,000 dollars. 

After which the committee rose, had leave to 
sit again, &c. 

Saturday, April 6. Mr. Cocke laid on the table 


the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to furnish this 
house with a statement of the amount of money paid as salaries, 
outfits, and contingent expenses, to foreign ministers, since the 
year eighteen hu » and the amount paid to each. Also, the 
courts at which they were employed, and the time they were re- 
spectively engaged in the discharge of their duties as ministers 
from the United Stases. 


The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole onthe unfinished business of yesterday, (the 
= appropriation bill), Mr. Tomlinson in the 
chair. 

The clause to provide for repairing the Cumber- 
tand road being under consideration— 

Mr. Condict moved to strike out the clause. He 
said the United States had already expended enor. 
mous sums in the construction of this road, and he 
could not constnt to impose upon his constituents 
any further expense in repairing it. 

This produced. a long and ardent debate—we 
cannot do more than give a few of the principal 


points of some of the chief speakers. Mr. Brecken- 
ridge said that the people of the west had been 


pretty severely taxed to build fortifications and 
support navies, in which they had no special inte- 
rest. The road was a magnificent plan of cennect- 
ing the eastern with the western states—was it 
conformable to the interests of the country to break 
the chain, &c. Mr. Farrelly regretted that the 
gentleman had introduced local considerations-- 
he himself objected to the manner in which the 
appropriation was brought forward, and thought it 
should have been done by way of a bill. The act 
of congress provided for the construction, not for 
the repair of the road; and he was, besides, oppos- 
edto the appropriation, because the former expen- 
ditures had been wasteful and corrupt—there was 
no guarantee that the money now asked for would 
be better applied, &c. Mr Smish, of Md. explain. 


len 
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ed the manner in which the provision was intreduc. 

ed—the committee thought themselves justified in 

asking for an appropriation [of 9,000 dollars} to 

preserve jfrom dilapidation a work that had cost 

$1,800,000, which he thought should not be thrown 
away, &c. Mr. Mallary opposed the motion to 
strike out the clause—the policy of the work had 
been frequently confirmed. The house had been 
called upon to pay 6,000 dollars for a national paint- 
ing, and they had done it—and was not this great 
road, the great avenue to the west, as important? 

He spoke of the large appropriatiens for the capi- 

tol, &c. and thought that the pittance asked should 
not be refused. Mr. Farrelly denied the importance 
of the road as of so much utility to the west—he 
repeated his opinion, that the money would be 
squandered—what could it accomplish on a road 
120 miles long?’ Mr. Stewart replied to the gen. 
tleman last up, and spoke of the matter at length. 

Not much was wanting to complete the road and 
repairit. ‘The gentleman (Mr. F.) has stated that 
itis destructive to Pennsylvania; she has $600,000 
of stock in her own road, running from Philadel- 
phia to Pittsburg, yet, he says, that if the road 
could not support itself, it ought to be given back 
to the state of Pennsylvania; this, by the gen- 
tleman’s shewing, would be to give the lamb to 
the keeping of the wolf. Such a course could 
not be required nor justified. This was a na. 
tional road, It was built for a national purpose, 
and in a spirit of national munificence. He went 
on to shew that, in certain counties in Pennsyl- 
vania, there had been manufactured, in a single 

year, 571,000 bbls. of flour and 29,000 bbls. of whis- 
key, which cost, before the road was constructed, 
$5 per barrel to transport them to Baltimore, but 
was now carried for 24. He spoke of the location 
of the different roads, and dwelt much on the ad- 
vantages derived from this. He alluded to various 
great appropriations, and insisted on a fair claim to 
that now under consideration—repelled the charge 
of waste, and hoped that state prejudices would 
yield to high considerations of national policy, &c. 
Mr. Baldwin supported the opinion that the road 
should be keptin repair by those who were bene- 
fitted by it. He saidwhen a particular object was to 
be carricd, it was not uncommon to excite'a cla. 
mour, in order that the real question might be lost 
sight of. The cry of mad dog was raised, the bet- 
ter to elude inquiry. The gentlemen in favor of 
the appropriation had talked much of this as a na- 
tional road and as a national object, and of the illibe- 
ral, local views of those who oppose it. But gentle- 
men should recollect that there is a wide difference 
between the victims and the favorites of the govern- 
ment. This road had gone far to desolate ninety 
miles af the mountainous parts of Pennsylvania,—* 
Was it then to be expected that it could be viewed 
by that state with indifference? It was openly avow- 
ed that this was to be followed by other appropria- 
tions—if the road is so valuable, why cannot it sup- 
port itself/—what is the condition of the road be. 
tween Hagarstown and Bucnsborough?—little bet- 
ter than a mud hole orswamp; “this is a part of the 
chain.” He contended that the great reduction 
in the cost of transportation was attributable to 
other causes than this road. He thought that the 
committee of ways and means should only provide 
for the fultilment of existing laws--it appears as if 
they had converted themselves into a committee on 
roads and canals, An appropriation bill should not 


give a preference of one over another; and if the 
committee on manufactures had introduced a bill te 





establish a road leading into Pittsburg, it was easy 














eral ae atthe a 


sree A + — 


OTIC PA cree 


@ 
4 
; 


3 resolution, on motion of Mr. Condict, was or 


{10 


, 


NILES’ REGISTER —APRIL 15, 1822—CONGRESS. 








to divine that something would be heard of it from 
the chaitman of the committee of ways and means: 
but when a road is to be made or repaired from 
Cumberland to Wheeling, the national funds cannot 
be withheld. The effect of this road was, Mr. B. 
observed, to destroy the stock in the other roads in 
Pennsylvania; and how would gentlemen feel if the 
whole wéight of the national treasury was brought 
to bear on their own section of the country? Mr. 
B. was sensible it was difficult to resist this measure 


—and for an obvious reason—it affects injuriously + 


only one state in the union; but that state, if too 
feeble to arrest the measure, would at least be al- 
lowed to protest against the application of the pub- 
lic money for a private and local object, so deeply 
injurious to its own interests. 

The motion to strike out was further supported 
by Mr. Woodcock, of N.Y. and opposed by Mr. 
Wright and Mr Warfield, when the question was 
taken thereon, and carried, ayes 70, noes 42. 

Mr. Condict, then moved to strike out the clause 
providing for the erection of a wooden bridge over 
the Monongahela river, where the Cumberland road 
crosses the same at Brownsville. The motion was 
supported by Mr. Milnor, and opposed by Mr. 
Siewart and Mr F. Jones, when the guestion was 
taken thereon and carried—ayes 80, noes 32. 

The bill having now been gone through with, 
some partial amendments were offered—but the 
committee rose and had leave to sit again. 


Monday, .Jpri! 8. Many reports from different 
committees were received, among them a bill to 
fix the compensation for the commissioner of pub- 
lic buildings. 

Mr. Condict submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to inquire, and to repert to this house, what amount of compen- 
sation is paid by the United States, to an army officer of each 
grade, from the rank of major general, down te the lowest com- 
missioned officer, including the staff appointments; distinguish- 
ing the monthly or annual pay from the Moneys paid for rations, 
forage. quarters, fuel, transportation, or perquisites of any other 
description, and the several sums allowed for each item. 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instrueted to 
inquire and report what amount of compensation is paid to naval 
officers, including the marine corps, trom the highest to the low- 
est grade, inclusive; distinguishing the monthly, or annual pay, 
from all other payments, or perquisites of any description, and 
the several sums allowed for each item. 


Mr. Eustis opposed the resolutions, as being un- 
necessary; and he stated that the military commit- 
tee had called on one of the departments, and found 
that it had been occupied twenty days in making 
out a reply to a call for information, by a member 
of this house, which, with the printing, would cost 
the nation from five to seven thousand dollars. He 
believed this information was within the reach of 
every member, without again calling on the de- 
partment for it. 

After a few further remarks hy the poaeat, the 

ere 


to be laid on the table. 


Mr. Taylor submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, jointly with such 
eommittee as may be appointed by the senate, to inquire and re- 
port, what business now depending before the respective houses, 
ought to be acted upon duriug the present session. [ Laid on the 


sg Patterson, of N. Y. laid on the table the fol- 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the secretary of state, the secretary of the trea- 
surv. the secretary of war, the secretary of the navy, and the 
postmaster general, be required to report to this house, on the 
first day of the next session, the number of superintendents, assist- 
ants, ‘leputies, comptrollers, auditors, clerks and messengers, re- 
tained in their respective departments, and whether any of them, 
and if any, how many of them, are unnecessary, inefficient, su- 
perannuated, or engaged in other pursuits, or professions, in no 
wise relating to the public service; and, also, whether they cannot 
adopt a more efficient, as well as a mote economical Sorganiza- 
tion of their respective de partments. 





| 


The house took into consideration the joint re-.: 
solution from the senate, fixing the time for the 
adjournment of congress. 

The date having been stricken out, after many 
motions on the subject, it was filled up with Wed- 
nesday, the 8th of May next—yeas 83, nays 76— 
read a third time by unanimous consent, passed, 
and sent to the senate. 


The general appropriation bill was taken up in 
committee of the whole—after discussing some 
other matters— : 

Mr. Cocke submitged the following as a proviso 
to the bill: 


Provided, however, That no money appropriated by this act 
shull be paid to any person for his compensation, who is in ar-: 
rears to the United States, until such person shall have acceunt- 


= on gen paid into the treasury, all sums for which he may be 
1abie. 


The question being taken on this proviso, it 
was carried without a division, 


After disposing of certain additional propositions, 
the committee rose and reported the bill as amend- 
ed.-— 

In the house, Mr. Tracy remarked, that when 
he had, in committee, suggested the expediency 
of changing the compensation of the messengers, 
his object was rather that the amount allowed them 
should be fixed by law, than that it should be les- 
sened. He was more anxious to correct the abuse 
than to save the money. The principle of allow- 
ing extra compensation from the contingent fund 
was a bad one, and ought to be corrected. He 
was not prepared to say that the amount they had 
received was too large, and should be sorry, there- 
fore, to have the house, without further know- 
ledge, take from these poor men, by surprise, one 
half of their means of support. He should regret 
to have it supposed that our plan for reform had 
resulted in sucha pitiful saving. ‘There were many 
more important objects of retrenchment in the bill 
than this. We had passed over, without observa- 
tion, officers who received public money by thou- 
sands, to fasten on these defenceless messengers. 
He was ashamed to be fishing for sprats and min- 
nows while the sharks and grampusesranfree, He 
moved, therefore, to strike out the sum reported, 
and to insert one thousand and fifty dollars, as the 
compensation for principal messenger and his as- 
sistant. 

Mr. Tracy’s motion prevailed, and the compen- 
sation of other messengers was also changed, so 
that they should receive 7 or 800 dollars. 

the house refused to concur with the committee 
of the whole on striking out the provision for a 
clerk to the surgeon general. 

The question of concurrence with the commit- 
tee of the whole, in refusing to‘make an appropria- 
tinn to repair the Cumberland road being under 
consideration, 

Mr. #. Jones opposed the concurrence in a 
speech of considerable length; but, before he had 
concluded, on motion of Mr. A. Nelson, 

The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, April 9. On motion of Mr. Baldwin, 
it was 


Resolved, That the committee of ways and means he instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the payment of the salaries of public officers, from the Ist of Ja- 
nuary to the ist of April next year, and of providing by law, that 
appropriations hereafter shail be made for one year from the 1st 
of April ineach year. 

Mr. Sawyer laid on the table the following joint 
resolution: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America, in congress assembled, That after the adjourn- 
ment of the present session, the next meeting of congress shall 
be on the first Monday of November next. 
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Mr. Basset submitted the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That in all future transactions of the government, 
either where services are to be rendered, or supplies furnished, no 
money shall be advanced by the government, or payment made, 
but in exact proportion to work done, or services rendered, or | 
supplies furmshed, before such payment. | 

Resalved, That when any officer, or other agent of the govern- 
yoent, shall fail to settle his accounts within the periods prescribed | 
therefor, it shall be the daty of the secr tary, or thy head of the | 
department, in which it shal) occur, to dismiss such officer imme 
diat-ly. and, in those cases, where the power to dismiss is not in 
the head of the department, it is hereby made his duty to report 
such case tothe president, whose duty it shall be to‘dismiss such | 
officer or agent from the service of the gover ment. ; 

Resolved, That the president may, for the pay:nent of pensions, 
military pay, and supplies, order such advances to be made a» 
the public service may imperiously require, and sball have like 

wer to order such necessary advances as the public good may 
umperivusly require, iu the remoter points of the United States, 
or without the United States; but no such advance shall be made 
on contracts hereafter to be made with the government. All 
advances made under this authority, shall be accounted for within 
the period prescribed, and shall, on failure, be subject to the pe- 
palties prescribed in other cases. 

Resolved, That all officers, agents, or contractors, of the fgo- 
vernmeut, shall, if within 200 miles of the seat of government, 
settle their accounts once in every quarter, if within 400 miles, in 
four months, if within 500, five months if within the U. States. in 
six months; and all such officers or agents of the government, 
to whom it may be necessary to advance money without the U, 
States, shall be held to make settlemevt in three months after 
their return to the United States. 

Resolved, That the president and heads of d -partments apply 
these principles in a1 equitable mauper, to all persons now in- 
debted tothe Unitea States. — : 

M.. B expiain d bricfly his views in offering 


the resolutions, and concluded by moving that the 
same be laidon the table; which was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Condict, the house took into 
consideration the resolution that the hour of 
meeting should hereafter be 10 o’clock in the 
morning, when the same was agreed to—ayes 75, 
noes 62. 

Mr. Kent laid on the table the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be directed to re- 
port to this house the amount of public lands in each state and 
territory, the amountof public lands heretofore suld in each state 
aud territory, and to specify how much of the land sold in each 
state aud territory have suld for the minimum price, and how 
much for a greater price, &c. and the aggregate results. 

On motion ot Mr. Tucker, ot Va. the committee 
on the expenditures of the war department, had 
leave to sit during the hours of the business of the 
house. 

A message was received from the president of 
the U. S. relating to the amount of public monies 
paid to the attorney general over and above his 
salary fixed by law, &c. [which shall be published 
when the documents that accompanied the mes- 
sage are before us. ] 


u 
‘ 
’ 


The house then agreed to resume the considera. 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of government for the year 1822—and the 
immediate question was, upon a concurrence with 
the committee of the whole in striking out the ap. 
propriation forthe repair of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. f. Jones concluded his speech of yesterday, 
and called for the yeas and nays on the question, 
which were thereupon ordered. Messrs. Plumer, 
ef N. H. Wood, Buchanan, Reid, Rhea, Milnor, and 
Sergeant, expressed their opinions in favor of the 
concurrence; and Messrs. Ross, Wright, Hardin, 
Nelson, of Md. Chambers, Stewart, and Smith, of Md. 
against it, when the question was taken thereon, 
and decided in favor of the concurrence, as fol. 


lows: 


YVEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, of Mass. Archer, Baldwin, Ball, 
Barber, of Ohio, Bassett, Bateman, Blackledge, Blair, Borland, 
Brown, Buchanan, Burrows, Burton, Cambreleng, Canvon, Casse- 
dy. Cocke, Colden, Condict, Conkling, Conner, Crafts, Dennison, 
Dickinson, Durfee, Eddy, Edwards, of Conn. Edwards, of N. C. 
Eustis, Farrally, Findlay, Fuller, Garnett, Gebhard, Gilmer, Gist, 
Gorham, Gross, Hawks, Hemphill, Hobart, Hooks, Hubbard, Keyes, 
Kirkland, Lathrop, Leftwieh, Lineols, Long, MeCarty, Met vy. 


awn & 


Overstreet, Phillips, Pierson, Plumer, of N.H. Plaimer, of Pa. Reed, 
ot Mass. Reid, of Geo. Rhea, Rochester, Rog: ts, Ruggles, Russ, 
Russell, Sanders, Sergeant, Arthur Smith, Alex. Smyth, Spencer, 
Sterling, of Conn, Stevenson, Stoddard, Swan, Titylor, Thompson, 
Tod, Vacker, of S. C. Tucker, of Va. Upham, Vance, Van Rens 
selaer, Van Wyck, Walworth, Whipple, White, Whitman, Wit- 
liams of N. C. Wilson, Wood, Woodcock, Wormat:—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, of ‘Ten. Barstow, Bayliess Bayly, Breck- 
enridge, Butler, Campbell, of Ohio, Chambers, C ook, Cushman, 
Cathbert, Dane, Darlington, Dwight, Hardin, Hend ricks, Herrick, 
Hail, Hoicombe, Jackson, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, J. S. Johnston, 
Jones, of Ten. Kent, Littl, Lowndes, Mallary, Metcer, Metcalfe, 
Mitchell, of S C. Montgomery. Moore. of Vas Moore, at Alab Neale. 
Nelson, of Md. N-w Newton, Patterson, of Pa. Rank-in, Reed, o 
Mi. Rich, Ross, Sawyer, Scott, Sloane, S Smith, W. Smith, J. S. 
Smith, Stewart, Swearingen, Tomlinson, Trimble, Walker, Wil- 
liams, of Va. Williamson, Woodson, Wright.—58. 4 


The amendinent of the committee of the whole, 
in striking out the clause to provide for biiilding a 
bridge over the Monongahela’ river, where the 
Cumberland road crosses the same, was also con- 
curred in, without a division. 

The guestion of concurrence with the commit- 
mittee ot the whole, in allowing to William Lambert 
one thousand dollars, as a compensation to tiim for 
taking the longitude of the capitol, being under 
consideration— 

Mr. Cocke moved to increase it to fifteefi: hun 
dred dollars. 

Mr. F' Jones named two thousand dollafs, and 
Mr. Cocke with.'rew his motion to enable ‘his col- 
league, (Mr. Jones), to try the sense of thi: house 
upon that proposition. 

The motion was supported by Mr. Coate, Mr. 
Nelson, of Va. and Mr. sthea, and opposed by Mr. 
Wood, and Mr. Hardin, when tie questi on was 
taken, and the motion prevailed. 


Mr. Sibley moved to amend the bill by in serting 
a provision to appropriate for additional sut veysin 
the territory of Michigan, the sum of twelvi> thou- 
sand dollars. 


Mr. Cocke contended, and the speaker de cided, 
that the proposition was not in order; and 1:0 fur- 
ther motion to amend having been offered, tlie bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for-a third rea:ding; 
and then 

The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, April 20. Mr. Mitchell, of S. C. sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 


Whereas an act passed on the 21st April, 1808, entitled *A n act 
concerning public contracts,” has been so construed as to san ction 
the appointment of members of congress to divers public em ploy- 
ments, agencies or trusts, by the authority of executive officers of 
the United States; and whereas on the purity of the senati: and 
house of representatives, and their freedom trom executive influ- 
ence, depend the liberties of the people, and the durability, so und- 
ness and integrity of the federal constitution: 

Resotved, therefore; That the judiciary committee be instrueted 
to report a bill for the purpose of preventing aay member of ' con- 
gress, while he continues as such, from executing or holdin: any 
employment, agency, or trust, in behalf of, or anywise concern- 
ing the government, either political, legal, or professional, to which 
the’ said member may be appointed by any executive officer of the 
United States. 

At the rcyucst of Mr. M. this rcsvlullon Was laid 


on the table. 

The appropriation bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy for the year 1822, was taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole—it was passed through; when 

Mr. Cocke submitted a proviso, the purport of 
which was, that no person who was in arrears to 
the government, should receive payment under the 
appropriation of that bill, until those arrears were 
paid, or their accounts closed:— which was agreed 
to. 

The bill making appropriations for the public 
buildings was next taken up, and thesum of 120,000 
dollars granted, as recommended by the commit. 





McDuffie, McNeiil, MeSherry, Matiack, Matson, Mattocks, Milnor, 
Mitchell, of Pa. Moore, of Ya, Morgan, Murray, Nelson, ef Va. 





tee, with a proviso, on the motion of Mr. Cocke, as 
in the case of the appropriation tor the navy, 
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The proceedings of the committee of the whole 
on those bills, were agreed to by the house, and 
they were oldered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. | Re 

The bill making appropriations for missions to 
the independent governments south of the United 
States, was taken up in committee of the whole, 
agreed to, and approved by the house, though op- 
posed by Mr. Garnett. | - 

Some local business of the District of Columbia 
next occupied attention; that being disposed of— 

Mr, Baldwia gave notice that he should, on Fri- 
day next, call for the consideration of the resolu- 
tions he liad heretofore submitted on the subject of 
manufactures. And then 

The house adjourned. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS-—APRIL 11, 
” In the senate—on the motion of Mr. Lowrie, the 
bill proposing a drawback on cordage, manufac- 
tured out of hemp imported, which had been re- 
jected, was re-considered. 

The rest of the business transacted this day will 
Appeal: in its course—no important thing was be- 
fore tkie senate. 

In the house of representatives—some minor mat- 
ters being disposed of, the bill for the relief of 
certain citizens of Baltimore, on account of vessels 
sunk iu. the harbor during the late war, was order- 
ed to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The .house took up the report of the committee 
of clainas, unfavorable to the petition of the suf- 
ferers on the Niagara frontier,—whichb, after an 
eloquent speech from Mr. Tracy, was reversed, 
ayes 5(3, noes 41, in a committee of the whole. 

Nothing else of moment attended to. 








CHRONICLE. 

Thue university of Maryland conferred the degree 
of doctor of medicine on fifty-four graduates, at 
the late commencement. 

Mail robbery. On the night of Wednesday, last 
week, on its passage between Philadelphia and 
New York, the portmanteau containing the great 
eastern mail, was cut open and some packages of 
letters taken out—but it seems probable that the 
rogue missed his object, as the letters lost are as- 
cettained to have been single. It is supposed 
that thisfelony was committed while the mails or 
coach were changing. 

Pirates. The eight pirates condemned to death 
at Savannah, were indefinitely respited by the pre- 
sident of the United States, about the 20th alt. be- 
fore, we presume, he had heard of the acts of those 
whom he had pardoned at New Orleans. In the 
present state of the business carried on by the pi- 
rates, we are really afraid chat mcfCy tu the gailty 
must be regarded as cruelty to the innocent—yet, 
we have an almost invincible abhorrence of capital 

unishments. ) 

Horrible affair. A certain person named H—-, 
was discovered to have an improper intimacy with 
the wife of L——-; but the affair was apparently 
made up, and L received his wife again. On 
the night of the Ist inst. while she was asleep, 
L—— strangled her, dragged her up stairs and 
suspended her by a roperound her neck to one of 
the joists; he then proceeded, with two loaded pis- 
tols, to the house of H , and, by some means 

ot into the room where the latter was in bed with 
his wife, at which they were alarmed. H—— en- 
quired, “who was there’” L—— immediately 








fired both pistols,—one grazed the forehead of 
H——., and the other shot entered the breast of his 
wife, and killed her instantly: L-—~ then escaped. 
Both of the wives were advanced in pregnancy, 
and the intrigue of H——— has cost four lives, though 
his own was not taken. These things happened 
at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

Died, recently, in Lancaster county, Pa. Mrs. 
Beam, aged 94; in Farmington, Con. Mr. J. Hos- 
ferd, aged 96;—he had six children, all of whom 
were present at his deceabe, the oldest 70, the 
youngest 50 years of age—he lived to see the fifth 
generation;—in Trumbull, Con. Mrs. Beardslee, 
aged 96, : 

Coal, in large quantities, is now received at 
Philadelphia, by the improved navigation of thé 
Schuylkill. 

Salt water, in great abundance, has been disto- 
vered in Illinois, and it is computed that fifty gal- 
lons of it will yield one bushel of salt. Prepara- 
tions were making to erect extensive works, and 
at those already erected it is sold at 50 cents per 
bushel. A rock is penetrated, as at Kenhawa, &c. 
in this instance, to the depth of 104 feet, and the 
salt water stands at 40 feet deep inthe well. The 
price of salt, before these works were established, 
was 125 cents per bushel. 

The duties, paid or secured at Boston, during the 
year 1321, amounted to $4,167,746 49. The 
amount of drawback that there will be upon them, 
is not, of course, ascertained. 


Massachusetts. The election for governor, &c. 
took place last week in this state. Mr. Brooks is, 
no doubt, re-elected governor, and the federal” 
ticket has succeeded as usual. ‘The Boston Cen- 
tznel and Gazette were, for several days previous to 
the election, filled with old-fashioned electioneer- 
ing matter, which does not seem altogether suita- 
ble to the “ra of good feelings.”? Boston having 
been made a city of, H. G. Otis, esq. is named as 
the **federal’’ candidate for the mayoralty. 


Pennsylvania. The bill to authorize the governor 
of Pennsylvania to subscribe $75,000 to the stock 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company, 
has been negatived by the senatorial branch of the 
legislature of that state by a majority of two votes. 

Union canal—in Pennsylvania. About 300 la- 
borers are now employed on the summit level 
section of the canal, which is expected to be com. 
pleted during the present season. 


Intercourse with Europe. Some fifty years ago, 
(says the New-York Wational Advocate ), a voyage 
across the Atlantic was the result of long and pro- 
found deliberation. It wasconsidered for a twelve 
month; then two months to select a ship—two 
months tu pul affairs in order—two months to pre- 
pare sea cloths, provisions, sweetmeats and ginger- 
bread—a long and lamentable farewell of all rela- 
tions, down to the fifteenth cousin~a notice in the 
paper that A. B. is bound to Europe, and is ready 
to pay all debts—crowded wharves and numerous 
adieus at parting, and then a decent passage to 
London of eight weeks—tempora mutantur, Now, a 
gentleman hesitates a moment over his glass of 
wine and segar, whether he shall go to Liverpool 
or Ballstown springs, to spend the summer months, 
and finally makes up his mind, empties his bottle, 
and cries out, “waiter, take my trunk on board the 
Albion,” and all is finished. This is the way we do 





business now-a-days. Such is the march of the 
mind; the rapid progress of improvement. 
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